
Terry Gardner
Class of 1965

“My musical career began back at the 
age of seven, when my father took me 
to Wooster Music Store to see Wally 
Franks,” recalls Terry Gardner. “Mr. 
Franks asked me what instrument I was 
interested in, and I responed, ‘the trom-
bone.’ He brought out the horn, put it 
together, instructed me on how to play 
a B flat scale, and I walked out of the 
store smiling ear to ear.”

Gardner said when he attended Woost-
er High School, his band director, Bill 
Shepherd pointed the way for him and 
what he would be able to achieve.

He enlisted in the U.S. Army music program in 1967 and studied at the School of 
Music in Norfolk, Virginia, graduating 3rd in his class. He went on to perform in service 
bands as well as other professional groups including the Buddy Rich Big Band. De-
grees in Communication and Secondary Education from Ashland College led him to 
teaching opportunities at the school. As a result Gardner performed with such groups 
as Woody Herman and Doc Severenson and The Tonight Show Band.

Community member Joan Goodright nominated Gardner to receive this honor, stat-
ing, “He’s done so much for our community in the field of music.”

According to Gardner, some of his most distinguished achievements include: being 
the first winner of the John Phillips Souza Band Award in 1965, playing with various 
professional bands, starting his own band, Good Company, which has played all over 
Ohio for fourty-five years, his daughter singing in his band, and being the voice of the 
Wooster High School Marching Band.

“As a musician and businessman, he attends to all the details and makes sure every-
one knows what their role is, better than anyone I know. His family is also very impor-
tant to him; his wife and daughter are always involved,” Wooster High School Music 
Dept. member Dan Adams said.

— Emily Zimmermann, student interviewer

“Wooster High School is a tremendous place to start 
when considering pursuing a career in Fine Arts.”

Carlo Coppola
Class of 1956

Throughout his graduate studies and 
career as a Professor of Modern Lan-
guages, Literature, and Linguistics at 
Oakland University, Dr. Carlo Coppola 
has made many contributions in litera-
ture and the arts, focusing much of his 
energy into Indian and Southeast Asian 
literature.

Dr. Coppola attended John Carroll Uni-
versity, where he graduated with a Bach-
elor’s degree in English and French, and 
went on to earn his M.A. in English from 
the University of Chicago.

During a training course to enter the Peace Corps in 1961, Dr. Coppola had what 
he calls his “passage to India,” during which he discovered his passion for India and 
Southeast Asia. “I was enthralled by the languages, the people, the history, everything 
about it,” Coppola said.

Although Dr. Coppola was unable to continue with the Peace Corps due to health is-
sues, he decided to return to the University of Chicago to study South Asian Studies. 
During his time at the University of Chicago, Dr. Coppola co-founded and co-edited a 
literary journal dedicated to English translations of South Asian literature, work which 
influenced the spread of South Asian Studies programs at universities around the 
world.

After retiring from full time teaching at the University of Oakland in 2005, Dr. Coppola 
continues to work on several academic projects, and also serves as a docent at the 
Los Angeles County Art Museum, giving children’s tours. He currently resides in Los 
Angeles, where he lives with his family and two dogs.

Dr. Coppola’s nephew Nick Coppola, a current junior at WHS, will be accepting his 
award this evening.
 
— Michelle Sczpanski, student interviewer

“I feel my life, anyone’s life, isn’t worth living without the arts. 
A day without the arts in one’s life is a day without oxygen!”


